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A LESSON BY SETH ROCHE




OVERVIEW OF MAINSTAGE

* Mainstage is a program where you are able create and play different sounds through your laptop for live
performances

* You are able to connect MIDI devices to Mainstage to control your program and sounds
* Mainstage is only for apple products (Sorry Window users, go check out Ableton)
* The cost of Mainstage is $30 from the MacAppstore.

* Mainstage comes preloaded with hundreds of sounds and instruments that are at your disposal. (You
can download more)

* A branch of Logic Pro



THE THREE BASIC ELEMENTS OF MAINSTAGE

LAYOUT MODE

o LAYOUT MODE IS WHERE
YOU TAKE ALL YOUR
HARDWARE AND PLACE IT
INTO THE PROGRAM.
(VIRTUAL HARDWARE)

o THIS IS WHERE YOU
WOULD PLACE THE TYPE
OF KEYBOARD YOU HAVE
AND HOW THE DESIGN OF
YOUR LIVE PERFORMANCE
WILL BE

Screen Controls Palette
Panel Controls

uick Help

Layout area /‘\.
rag screen controls into the workspace and
rrange them onscreen to customize your layout.

Press 3/ for more information. VU Meter Parameter
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THE EDIT MODE
ooa [ 7o n o

Patch List + - Workspace Assignments & Mappings v Channel Strips + %

' d Untitled Concert
. Patch List Untitled Concert

1 &5 Classic Electric Piancss1 vs Classic Electric Piano

PATCH

Setting 001 04s... 001
Gain Reduction
EQ T
MIDI FX
Inp E-Pi lopfg @ SR/0.4
Classic Electric Plano Audio FX Chorus Cl
Space D S
- -J_ |.(J Channel EQ | Cl
Sends SR/0. -

LH/3.

Output Output 1-2 Output 1-2 Output 1-2 Out
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Screen Control Inspector Pan @ @ Q {
dB 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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Quick Help

Welcome to Quick Help

Move the pointer over an item to show its
name and function. To hide or show Quick
Help, choose Help > Quick Help or use the
key command.

S S

* Edit mode is where you
choose patch settings in the
patch library

* Add, select, and organize
patches in the patch list

e Edit patch attributes,
including time signature,
tempo, tuning, and others

 Map screen controls to
parameters and actions

WHAT IS A PATCH?

-The sound(s) that you
have created and saved on a
concert



CHANNEL STRIPS

'f g @ % |
hannel Strips + X~
* The channel strip window in the EDIT MODE allows Add Strip
you to edit each individual sound that you have.
* This is where you would add tracks, loops, or and
. s : Expression (@) (27 @ @ *  Exprgpsion
audio files you want to add to your live performance. s +  Settifs menu
S e e * Chanfjel EQ
* Thisis also where you add how many sounds you want || = . mipilfx
in your patch. Ex: Piano + Pad = two different sounds = || == = e e m e puiplot
two different channel strips. jlom — - A
* This is where you would choose what keyboard you P
Pan i an
want your sound to show up on. Ex: If you have two ) D:c _O Mc MQ D:c
keyboards, you can have it where one is piano and the LRiLp L] L]l L B
other is pad. i IEE IR IEE IR NI
* You can also add effects like reverb, delay, EQ, or
chorus effect. o B V\utq{Solo
\& Class...Piano m Output 1.2 Mast® T|t|g)




DIFFERENT TYPES OF CHANNEL STRIPS

New Channel Strip

Number:

Type:

MIDI Input:

Output:

1

Audio

© Instrument

External Instrument

Auxiliary

ASSIGN

Output 1-2

Cancel

“
“

Audio — A strip of any mp3 or audio files you
would like to add to your concert

Instrument — A strip that includes a software
instrument. (This will be your main strip for
sounds)

External Instrument — You are able to run guitars
and other instruments through mainstage with a
audio interface. This is that strip.

Auxiliary — A bus/patch bus of effects to send
sounds through.



PATCH LIST

Patch List
#  Untitled Concert
1 t‘,‘ Classic Electric Piano
v Untitled Set

2

Grand Piano and Pad

Chill Out

List of patches and sets in your concert

+ -

26.8 MB

36.1 MB

Zero KB

20.4 MB

* Allows you to quick choose patches
* Choose the tempo/time signature of patches/sets/concerts
e (Can change tuning of patch

 Edit the metronome

* Assign sliders/knobs to do certain tasks

e Layer edit channel strip sounds

* Change channel strip MIDI settings + more

e Assign your layouts

Patch Settings

Patch Library Attributes Tuning
#m User Patches » @m Drum Kit
i Audio » @m Drum Machine
i Aux » Im Guitar
#m Instrument » I Mallet
m Output » @m Orchestral
#m Audio Channel Strips » @m Piano

@ Instrument Channel Strips » @ Synthesizer
#m Vintage B3 Organ
#m Vintage Clav
#m Vintage Electric Piano
#m Vintage Mellotron
fm World
fm Arpeggiator
f#m Cinematic

Y vV vV VvV VYV VYV VY VYV VY VYVVYVYY

I Bright Mk Il Blackface
' Bright Suitcase

I Classic Electric Piano
I Classic Suitcase Mk IV
I Deluxe Classic

' Deluxe Modern

i Modern Classic

I Wide Suitcase

' Wurlitzer Classic

I Wurlitzer Modern

fm Experimental

WORKSPACE




PERFORMANCE MODE

Patch List Untitled Concert

Undedsec Classic Electric Piano

Grand Piano and Pad
Chill Out

Output

e Uses less CPU

* Looks nicer while on stage

e Can see your live edits better and clearer

- L

Patch

{3




QUICK RUNDOWN OF INPUTS

MIDI FX
Input v" No Plug-in :
e Alchemy — Has many different presets that you
i Alchemy . .
B Y - can use. Just got to find what you like!
Drum Kit Designer > i
E?‘g l.éichiw";‘l?’symm : e ES2 - Also has presets. Easy to edit the sounds.
Sends = ' .
ESM (Monophonic Synth) > (YOUTUbe will be best to learn ESZ)
Output ES P (Polyphonic Synth) - S 2

ES1 (Synthesizer 1) - ESX24 — This also has presets. A sampler

Parf  ES2 (Synthesizer 2) - instrument where you can record audio files and
gg;gosps ‘l\’OCO"C" st L trigger them with notes. (Would recommend

. 4 (Sampler) I 5 2 c q
9 Playback i > using it’s preset piano for any piano sounds)

Retro Synth I x
Sculpture (Modeling Synth) ¢ * Retro Synth -A basic synth that has an old
Ultrabeat (Drum Synth) > school funk to it. Also has presets.
Vintage B3 Organ I . } k
Vintage Clav > * Vintage E-Piano — Classic Rhodes sounds to
Vintage Electric Piano > really bring in the worship feel if piano is to
Utility 4 basic for you.
AU Generators > * You can also purchase more from online.
AU Instruments > (Omnisphere, Keyscape, Kontakt 5, etc.)
AU MIDI-controlled Effects I
MainStage I

st output 12



TIPS AND HACKS

Here are a few life hacks with Mainstage
that’ll make you seem like a great player and
sound great live

BRACEYOQURSELE

THE LIFE HACKS ARE COMING




HIGH CUT FILTER

[ MainStage 3 File Edit Action View Window Help = ) =
O] A TeamNight Example

Layout Iiil Perform

Patch List + X

Workspace Assignments & Mappings Assign & Map g v | Channel Strips + %

* Takes out the higher frequencies of your | ZAlsmeemse e .o

Classic Electric Plano
Untitied Set -—

. . . N —=
sound just by turning a knob/slider || -

Grand Piano and Pad

Output
v . Untitled Set Zeo KB 9 O @ W
@ ® [ D

* You control what frequenciesi it is | Jre——

* Great for pads | Ees : | -

| 4 = Grand Piano and P 17.7m8 Setting
! Gain Reduction

EQ
MIDI FX

Input | Kiopfgeist @

* Make sure highest frequency is on for EQ | -

Sends

(L)

~o A v Output | Output 1-2

* Make sure you have it assigned to a S _ 5 = e @
k n 0 b/s I i d e r ‘ MIDI Timing Tuning Channel Strips Metronome - | i T BT o

Routing

o

¥ Control Change 7/10 controls Volume/Pan of channel strip objects

‘ ; | B =
e Assign knob in “Output 1-2 / Channel EQ / = T E— Y

Program Changes
Welcome to Quick Help

H ig h C ut F re q u e n Cy" Move the pointer over an item to show its Device: All

name and function. To hide or show Quick " »
Help, choose Help > Quick Help or use the key Channel) QTR

command. ¥ Send unused Program Changes to Channel Strips

oupu12 | Mastr




MASTER EFFECTS AND SENDS

While having the concert patch selected, you
may add Auxiliary channel strips to your concert.

Must have and Input of a Bus. (Doesn’t matter
the #)

Helps to label your effect that you will add on

You MUST turn the ‘'send knob’ in order to have
the effect take place.

The ’send knob’ is to let you know how much
audio signal you’re sending

Great for Delay, Reverb, Shimmer, or Chorus
effect

@ QuickTimePlayer File Edit View Window Help

.Layout (18 Perform

A TeamNight Example

Patch List + B
6 TeamNight Example 11.5M8
w.u
1 "ﬁ Classic Electric Piano .1 ms Patch List
[ Classic Eleciric Plana ]
Untitled Set
Grand Plano and Pad
v . Untitled Set Zero KB CLE
2 = Grand Piano and P 251 M8
Ty
~T  ChillOut 22m8

Patch Settings

Move the pointer over an item to show its
name and function. To hide or show Quick
Help, choose Help > Quick Help or use the key
command.

TeamNight Example

Classic Electric Piano

|
;

[

Patch Library Attributes Tuning
er Patches » @m Drum Kit » W Bright Mk Il Blackface
dio » @ Drum Machine » I Bright Suitcase
x » I Guitar > W Classic Electric Piano
itrument » m Mallet » W Classic Suitcase Mk IV
tput » i Orchestral » W Deluxe Classic
Quick Help dio Channel Strips » im Piano > W Deluxe Modern
Welcome to Quick Help itrument Channel Strips » @ Synthesizer » W Modern Classic

im Vintage B3 Organ

#m Vintage Clav

#m Vintage Electric Piano
m Vintage Mellotron

= World

i Arpeggiator

#m Cinematic

» W Wide Suitcase

> W Wurlitzer Classic
» I Wurlitzer Modern
* fm Experimental

>

Channel Strips

Klopfgeist )
Channel EQ
MultiMeter
Output 1-2
0.0 X
= -—
= -
M s




LAY

@ MainStage3 File Edit Acti

.
‘ Layout I:: I Perform ‘ Z

Patch List

A TeamNight Example 11.5M8

1 ﬁ Classic Electric Pianoss.1 M

on View

+ % —

ER EDITING

Window Help

A TeamNight Example

& Mappings Assign &Map $¢v

Workspace

The canvas where you customize your
onscreen layout, assign hardware controls to
screen controls, and view your concert while
you perform.

Press %/ for more information.

Patch List Untitled Set
Classic Electric Plano .
s Grand Piano and Pad
o . Dt Sot 2| G
Output
4 (] (]
2 = Grand Piano and P 251 M8 -
' "o "o "o F
s T chillout 22m8
4 < GrandPianoand P 19sue
. ®
Pad
“Cand Wano. Aemblent Lead
o MMM LA
Instrument Channel Strip Inspector T~
Channel Strip Library Attributes Layer Editor MIDI Input
Pad
Quick Help

LLLLILLLILLLLULULLLILLLL

High Key: v B3 4 Floating Range Up: v 0 4 Velocity Min: v 1 4

LowKey: v C-2 4  Learn FloatingRangeDown: v 5 4 Velocity Max: v 127 4

48% (%)

Channel Strips

[Gagn] o st [EY over2

Mon 12:31AM  Q

RN -1

e
o

1504 o | i.‘ll]l ol

Layer editing allows you to edit wherethe
sounds will be able to play on the keyboard.

Great to have your right hand to have the Lead
sound and then your left hand to play the |
background sounds



TRANSPOSER

®@ MainStage3 File Edit Action View Window Help

A TeamNight Example

.
‘ Layout I:: I Perform ‘ 2

Patch List + B~ P i & i Assign & Map %+ Channel Strips + -
A TeamNight Example 156 M8
1+ (&, Classic Electric Pianoss2ve Patch List TeamNight Example
Uniid Classic Electric Piano

Transposer is a MIDI FX that allows you to v s e | SR . |

2 < Grand Piano and P 252ms

transpose any single channel strip. % o "u *o "o
. : s cChillOut 20m8 & Il s @ @
It allows different sounds to have different ¢S Gnapmomap e ] O |

EQ el

octaves or inversions. 1— oo
S MMM o “ERwe e

Audio FX Channel EQ

Sends
Output Output1-2 | Output1-2

Screen Control Inspector = ‘ ‘ ‘

dB 00 | -10 0.0 00 || -48 0.4

o

e

Quick Help

Welcome to Quick Help

Move the pointer over an item to show its
name and function. To hide or show Quick
Help, choose Help > Quick Help or use the key
command.

The Keyboard screen control has no editable parameters.




Chord Trigger is a MIDI FX that triggers a chord
just by pressing one note. Ex. Playing the "A”

note will trigger the “A” chord.

Great for when layer sounds

Great for playing chords while playing lead-lines

to sound more full

File Edit

@ MainStage 3

‘ Layout I:il Perform ‘ g

Patch List

A‘ TeamNight Example

v . Untitled Set
7

2 < Grand Piano and P
Ty
s chillout

Grand Piano and P

s

Action

CHORD TRIGGER

View Window

Help

A TeamNight Example

MID! In

Quick Help
Settings menu

ins.
Press 3/ for more information.

Load, browse, and save sounds for the track.
These sounds represent the entire routing
configuration of a channel strip, including plug-

+ % Workspace Assignments & Mappings Assign &Map $¢v
156 MB
Patch List TeamNight Example
e e Classic Electric Piano
Grand Plano and Pad
Zero KB Chill Owt
o Grand Plano and Pad Output
® (]
252MB -
"o "o "o "o
20m8
17.7MB
®
0 MMM
Pch f g
P P
Patch Settings L~
Patch Library Attributes Tuning
er Patches » fm Bass W Bright Mk Il Blackface
dio » #m Drum Kit ' Bright Suitcase
X » i Drum Machine W Classic Electric Piano
itrument » m Guitar W Classic Suitcase Mk IV
tput » fim Mallet W Deluxe Classic
dio Channel Strips » fm Orchestral - Deluxe Modern
itrument Channel Strips » i Piano ' Modern Classic

#m Synthesizer

im Vintage B3 Organ

#m Vintage Clav

#m Vintage Electric Piano
m Vintage Mellotron

= World

#m Arpeggiator

Y VYVYYVYVYVYVYVYVYVYVYVY

Wide Suitcase
Waurlitzer Classic
Wurlitzer Modern
#m Experimental

[l

Channel Strips

Expression
Setting

Gain Reduction
EQ

MIDI FX

Input

Audio FX

(=)

Manual

E-Piano

s

(=)

Klopfgeist

Output 1-2

=4
=}

I o o o \‘.‘Illl |

| [Channel EQ!
MultiMeter

] e e "Illl =l

M s

LU \‘.'Illl |

Master




BIGGEST HACK OF ALL TIME

* Play with the program!
 Don’t be overwhelmed by it.

 The best way to learn is to do it
yourself so spend dead hour
messing around on it.

* YouTube is also a great resource.

* |t might look overwhelming, but it’s
really simple when you play around
with it.

B”‘
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THEREARENO'STUPID'QUESTIONS?

I'Elll'll WHO ASI( l!IIESTIIIHS QUESTIONS?



